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Comprehensive Tobacco Control Programs: 
State and Community Interventions 

State and Community Work Helps Ensure Everyone Can 
Be Tobacco-Free 
Tobacco control interventions make it easier for everyone, everywhere to be tobacco-free.1,2 

These interventions work; decades of evidence show these are the best way to eliminate 

the burden of tobacco use.2,3,4 Proven interventions can prevent kids from starting to use 

tobacco, protect everyone from secondhand smoke and aerosol exposure, and help people 

quit for good.1 

Tobacco Control Interventions Work 

The evidence is clear: tobacco control interventions work.1,2,3,4,  There 

are proven options states and communities can choose from to reduce 

tobacco use, including:1,2,3,4,5 

1. Enabling local communities to adopt policies that work for them, 

rather than preempting local policies. 

2. Raising the price of all tobacco products, through excise taxes, 

ensuring tax parity between different types of products, 

establishing minimum prices, and limiting discounts and coupons. 

3. Using revenue from tobacco product sales to fund tobacco 

prevention and control efforts. 

4. Implementing comprehensive smokefree policies that eliminate 

exposure to secondhand smoke and aerosol for all people in all places. 

5. Implementing retail strategies such as tobacco retail licensure, 

as well as policies that limit the number, density, or location of 

tobacco retailers in communities. 

6. Prohibiting the sale of tobacco products, including menthol 

and other flavors 
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Programs and Coalitions Provide Expertise 

State programs, including tobacco-free coalitions, play an important role in educating 

decision-makers.1 Programs can educate about the impact of tobacco on communities, 

including the tobacco industry’s influence. Programs and coalitions can also educate 

about the evidence base behind these interventions, and provide data on their impact on 

reducing youth use and helping people who use tobacco quit for good. 

Sustaining Impact 
Strong state tobacco control programs need strong internal capacity, including 

sustained funding to recruit and retain experienced staff.1 Not only do these staff 

have expertise in the nuances of the scientific evidence, but program continuity 

helps make sure relationships within tobacco-free coalitions are strong and moving 

toward common goals. 

Experienced programs and strong coalitions can also navigate new challenges in 

tobacco control: a rapidly changing marketplace of products, new scientific evidence 

on what works, and continued industry interference with public health efforts. 
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