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News and announcements from the Tobacco Control Network 

 

 

TCN Announcements 

• The TCN Forum is a 
private online 
discussion and 
idea-sharing 
community, open to 
all state and 
territorial tobacco 
program staff, 
where you can tap 
into the expertise of 
tobacco control 
program staff from 
across the country! 
For more 
information on how 
to use the Forum’s 

 

The twice-monthly TCN News provides a 
concise digest of tobacco control 
announcements to the Tobacco Control 
Network's membership base of tobacco 
control program managers and additional 
staff from each state, territory, and D.C., 
as well as our valued partners. 

 

Upcoming Events  

For more Tobacco Control Network 
events and deadlines, please visit 
the TCN Events page! 
 
Quarterly Media Network Call — 
Plowshare 
Jan. 15, 2 p.m. ET | Registration Required   
  

http://www.tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/
http://www.tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/
https://mailchi.mp/384503733e61/mzs5naisn8-13845570?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://mailchi.mp/384503733e61/mzs5naisn8-13845570?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/forum/
https://tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/events/
https://publicisgroupe.zoom.us/meetings/91808649643/invitations?signature=sYq4-YL-s8g4eSFuTbuiA-ZXXxhT-1juVeKVoFBQH4Y


 

many features, 
please 
reference this 
process document. 
Please 
contact tcn@astho.
org with any 
questions. Sign 
up for the TCN 
Forum to read more 
and engage in these 
discussions! 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 
In the first newsletter of 
each month, TCN 
recognizes anniversaries of 
state and territorial 
tobacco program 
managers to thank them 
for their leadership in 
tobacco control and public 
health more broadly. Thank 
you and congratulations to 
the following program 
managers: 

• Carol 
Cramer (KS) – 
25 years 

Tobacco Treatment in Adolescent and 
Young Adult Populations — Duke-UNC 
Tobacco Treatment Specialist Training 
Program 
Virtual Training/CE Short Course 
Jan. 20| Registration Required  
  
Tobacco Treatment Specialist Training — 
Rutgers Institute for Nicotine and 
Tobacco Studies 
Virtual Training (self-paced option 
available) 
Jan. 26-27| Registration Required  
  
Project TEACH ECHO – The University of 
Texas MD Anderson Center (Free hour of 
CE) 
Jan. 27 and Feb. 3| Registration Required, 
Bimonthly sessions 
  
Tobacco Use Disorder Integration Office 
Hours – National Council for Mental 
Wellbeing 
Feb. 10, 2-3 p.m. ET | Registration 
Required  
  
Tobacco Treatment Specialist Training — 
Mayo Clinic 
Virtual Training 
Feb. 10-12| Registration Required   
  
Tobacco Treatment Specialist Training — 
The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center 
Virtual Training 

https://tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-TCN-Online-Forum-Process-Document.pdf
https://tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/2025-TCN-Online-Forum-Process-Document.pdf
mailto:tcn@astho.org
mailto:tcn@astho.org
https://tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/forum/
https://tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/forum/
https://www.dukeunctts.com/youth
https://www.dukeunctts.com/youth
http://www.tobaccoprogram.org/
https://iecho.org/public/program/PRGM1701386918594IP1TCPUKVC
https://thenationalcouncil-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/Rgqvy0YyQUiGV0s90SUDRQ?mkt_tok=NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGfMpYIzFnCjX7yR1g2qg-bXXNO75rMPtA2kdtmTgUSAKXKa4BEFtL842RTuF7GCkqHgm_dHfvQi_fJaI8woQb7GhSwieh8AdesetCPdNNTHrA#/registration
https://thenationalcouncil-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/Rgqvy0YyQUiGV0s90SUDRQ?mkt_tok=NzczLU1KRi0zNzkAAAGfMpYIzFnCjX7yR1g2qg-bXXNO75rMPtA2kdtmTgUSAKXKa4BEFtL842RTuF7GCkqHgm_dHfvQi_fJaI8woQb7GhSwieh8AdesetCPdNNTHrA#/registration
https://ndceducation.mayo.edu/store/tobacco-treatment-specialist-virtual-training-and-certification-e3955b88-4d1a-4c84-8137-e8c390e8d24c
https://mdanderson.cloud-cme.com/course/courseoverview?P=5&EID=52357


 

• Tera 
Anderson (FL) – 
6 years 

• Elizabeth Cherry 
Mullens (OK) – 
4 years 

• Nicole Sinderman 
(MO) – 2 years 

• Kymburle Gripper 
Sims (SC) – 1 year 

 

Partner Announcements 

• A recent CDC 
Foundation report 
highlights updated 
trends in tobacco 
product use among 
youth and young 
adults in the United 
States from 
February to June 
2025, highlighting 
the rising popularity 
of “smart” vapes, 
with more than one-
third of youth and 
young adults who 
vape reporting using 

 

Feb. 23-27| Registration Required  
  
Tobacco Treatment Specialist Training — 
Duke-UNC Tobacco Treatment Specialist 
Training Program 
Virtual Training 
Feb. 23 and Mar. 3 | Registration Required  
  
The Society for Research on Nicotine and 
Tobacco (SRNT) Conference  - 
Baltimore, MD 
Apr. 4-7 | Registration Required   
  
Champions for Youth Summit — Virginia 
Foundation for Healthy Youth 
Reston, VA 
May 4-6 | Registration Required   
  
Tobacco Treatment Specialist Training — 
Mayo Clinic 
Virtual Training 
Jun. 23-25 | Registration Required   
  
Tobacco Treatment Specialist Training — 
Mayo Clinic 
Rochester, MN (Hybrid) 
Aug. 18-20 | Registration Required   
  
Tobacco Treatment Specialist Training — 
Mayo Clinic 
Virtual Training 
Nov. 3-5 | Registration Required   
  

https://tobaccomonitoring.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/TEEN-Data-Snapshot-Issue-2.pdf
https://www.dukeunctts.com/programs
https://srnt.joynmeeting.com/v2/?conf_id=10857
https://srnt.joynmeeting.com/v2/?conf_id=10857
https://vfhy.org/champions-for-youth-summit-cfy26/?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9Q9ORgPhnUm_4NreAI_sgxas8BL6z0bkDiwNm-xlKjUpurMB1tLT13u9Cz-WY_g1r-u9NRf1W5jRM_uE8NvyIH85z8oA&_hsmi=375909207
https://ndceducation.mayo.edu/store/tobacco-treatment-specialist-virtual-training-and-certification-bb68c168-8847-41fa-85dd-944c85f5af25
https://ndceducation.mayo.edu/store/tobacco-treatment-specialist-in-person-training-and-certification-eb3a2a00-f787-47f1-88eb-bb93eced1e0c
https://ndceducation.mayo.edu/store/tobacco-treatment-specialist-virtual-training-and-certification-4ed1a611-e65d-4b03-adb1-4194f93fd0bb


one in the past 
month. 

• The following 
announcements are 
from FDA Center 
for Tobacco 
Products: 

o FDA 
authorized 
six nicotine 
pouch 
products 
made by 
Helix 
Innovations 
LLC and sold 
under the 
on! PLUS 
brand, the 
first 
decisions 
made under 
a new pilot 
program desi
gned to 
increase 
review 
efficiency for 
nicotine 
pouch 
products. 
The authoriz

 

Job Opportunities 

If you know of any job opportunities that 
would appeal to state and territorial 
tobacco control staff, please send those 
to us at tcn@astho.org. 
 
Health Systems Change Manager 
National Jewish Health 
Remote, CO 

 

Funding Opportunities 

Applications are now open for 
the 2026 Youth Advocates of the Year Awa
rds scholarships, which honor 
outstanding youth advocates, emerging 
leaders and public health champions 
who are leading the way to the first 
tobacco-free generation. Honorees have 
encouraged their peers to be tobacco-
free, taken on the tobacco industry and 
its deceptive marketing, advocated for 
tobacco prevention policies at the local, 
state and/or federal level, and urged their 
elected leaders to take action. The 
deadline to apply is Monday, Jan. 19 at 
11:59pm PST.  
 
If you know of any funding opportunities 
that would appeal to state and territorial 
tobacco control programs, please send 
those to us at tcn@astho.org. 

https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/ctp-newsroom/fda-launches-program-more-efficiently-review-nicotine-pouch-applications?utm_campaign=ctp-pmta&utm_content=statement&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=stratcomms
https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/ctp-newsroom/fda-launches-program-more-efficiently-review-nicotine-pouch-applications?utm_campaign=ctp-pmta&utm_content=statement&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=stratcomms
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/static/searchtobacco/helix/Multiple%20STNs_MGO%20Letter_HelInn_Dec_2024_B1%20FINAL_DEC_XX_2025_Redacted.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:tcn@astho.org
https://jobsnationaljewish.hctsportals.com/jobs/2121447-health-systems-change-program-manager
https://www.takedowntobacco.org/yaya?utm_campaign=email&utm_medium=yaya2025&utm_source=applications_open&emci=7fff06be-8ba7-ef11-88d0-6045bdd62db6&emdi=8feb9a38-52b6-ef11-88d0-000d3a9d5840&ceid=137855
https://www.takedowntobacco.org/yaya?utm_campaign=email&utm_medium=yaya2025&utm_source=applications_open&emci=7fff06be-8ba7-ef11-88d0-6045bdd62db6&emdi=8feb9a38-52b6-ef11-88d0-000d3a9d5840&ceid=137855
mailto:tcn@astho.org


ed 
products co
me in 
tobacco and 
mint flavors 
and varying 
nicotine 
levels. 

o FDA has 
issued 
a Federal 
Register 
notice annou
ncing a 
roundtable 
discussion 
with small 
ENDS 
manufacture
rs on 
premarket 
application 
submissions
, set to take 
place on 
Feb.10 from 
9 a.m. - 5 
p.m. ET. The 
discussion 
aims to 
solicit input 
on 
premarket 

About the Tobacco Control 
Network 

The TCN’s mission is to improve the 
public’s health by providing 
education and state-based 
expertise to tobacco prevention and 
control at the state and national 
levels.  
 
The TCN is a network of tobacco 
program managers and staff from 
state and territorial health 
departments as well as Funder’s 
Alliance organizations, and a peer 
group of the Association of State 
and Territorial Health 
Officials (ASTHO) on behalf of the 
CDC’s Office on Smoking and 
Health. 
  

About ASTHO 

The Association of State and 
Territorial Health Officials is the 
national nonprofit association 
representing the state and territorial 
public health agencies of the United 
States, the U.S. Territories, and the 
District of Columbia. ASTHO 
members, the chief health officials 
of these jurisdictions, are dedicated 
to formulating and influencing 
sound public health policy and to 

https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/static/searchtobacco/helix/Multiple%20STNs_MGO%20Letter_HelInn_Dec_2024_B1%20FINAL_DEC_XX_2025_Redacted.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/static/searchtobacco/helix/Multiple%20STNs_MGO%20Letter_HelInn_Dec_2024_B1%20FINAL_DEC_XX_2025_Redacted.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/12/29/2025-23851/roundtable-on-premarket-tobacco-application-submissions-for-electronic-nicotine-delivery-systems
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/12/29/2025-23851/roundtable-on-premarket-tobacco-application-submissions-for-electronic-nicotine-delivery-systems
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/12/29/2025-23851/roundtable-on-premarket-tobacco-application-submissions-for-electronic-nicotine-delivery-systems
https://www.astho.org/topic/population-health-prevention/chronic-disease/tobacco-control-and-cessation/
https://www.astho.org/topic/population-health-prevention/chronic-disease/tobacco-control-and-cessation/
https://www.astho.org/topic/population-health-prevention/chronic-disease/tobacco-control-and-cessation/


tobacco 
product 
application 
(PMTA) 
submissions 
for ENDS 
products. 
Event details 
can be 
found here. 

 

• Truth 
Initiative released 
a new report that 
details how the 
tobacco industry 
continues to attract 
and addict kids with 
a variety of flavored, 
nicotine-loaded 
products, including 
high-tech “smart” 
vapes, nicotine 
pouches, and 
disposable e-
cigarettes. Many of 
these products lack 
FDA authorization 
and are on the 
market illegally.  

 

 

ensuring excellence in state-based 
public health practice. 
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https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/ctp-newsroom/february-10-2026-roundtable-premarket-tobacco-product-application-pmta-submissions-electronic?utm_campaign=ctp-pmta&utm_content=event&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=stratcomms
https://truthinitiative.org/research-resources/emerging-tobacco-products/monitoring-changing-tobacco-product-market-united
https://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=af0b90db695b443d497334499&id=a7f2b473fb&e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=af0b90db695b443d497334499&id=a7f2b473fb&e=%5bUNIQID%5d


• Monitoring the 
Future released 
its annual report for 
2026, which 
provides a 
comprehensive look 
back at drug use 
trends for American 
secondary school 
students from 1975 
through 2025. 

 

• A new fact 
sheet from SelfMad
e Health 
Network shares 
recommendations 
and resources 
through 
community-clinical 
linkages for 
reducing lung 
cancer risks with 
food insecurity 
among low-income 
populations. 

 

• The newest 
publication in Trust 
for America’s 
Health’s Promoting 

https://monitoringthefuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/mtfvol12026.pdf
https://monitoringthefuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/mtfvol12026.pdf
https://selfmadehealth.org/educate/determinants-of-health-fact-sheets/
https://selfmadehealth.org/educate/determinants-of-health-fact-sheets/
https://www.tfah.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Creating_Conditions_for_Good_Health-FINAL.pdf
https://www.tfah.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Creating_Conditions_for_Good_Health-FINAL.pdf
https://www.tfah.org/initiatives/promoting-health-cost-control-states-phaccs/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--kYT3PubJKE-ctB8H852Kn_EOc5dM-HkL7PiuIjHtVIry0Yxw35n6c3RdURksLVB1w3nkGLWyCyTMOkTVNaVgP_DCgyA&_hsmi=394893191&utm_content=394893191&utm_source=hs_email


 

Health and Cost 
Control in States 
(PHACCS) report 
series highlights 
evidence-based 
policies and 
programs states 
can pursue to 
improve residents’ 
health and reduce 
health care 
spending. 
Throughout the 
report, smoke-free 
policies and 
tobacco pricing 
strategies are 
highlighted as key 
opportunities, while 
barriers and 
strategies to 
implement these 
policies are 
analyzed. 

 

State News 

• Alaska reached 
a $5.8 million 
settlement with 
Juul, ending a five-
year lawsuit over 

https://www.tfah.org/initiatives/promoting-health-cost-control-states-phaccs/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--kYT3PubJKE-ctB8H852Kn_EOc5dM-HkL7PiuIjHtVIry0Yxw35n6c3RdURksLVB1w3nkGLWyCyTMOkTVNaVgP_DCgyA&_hsmi=394893191&utm_content=394893191&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.tfah.org/initiatives/promoting-health-cost-control-states-phaccs/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--kYT3PubJKE-ctB8H852Kn_EOc5dM-HkL7PiuIjHtVIry0Yxw35n6c3RdURksLVB1w3nkGLWyCyTMOkTVNaVgP_DCgyA&_hsmi=394893191&utm_content=394893191&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.tfah.org/initiatives/promoting-health-cost-control-states-phaccs/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--kYT3PubJKE-ctB8H852Kn_EOc5dM-HkL7PiuIjHtVIry0Yxw35n6c3RdURksLVB1w3nkGLWyCyTMOkTVNaVgP_DCgyA&_hsmi=394893191&utm_content=394893191&utm_source=hs_email
https://law.alaska.gov/press/releases/2025/120525-Juul.html
https://law.alaska.gov/press/releases/2025/120525-Juul.html


allegations it 
targeted young 
Alaskans with e-
cigarettes. The 
proceeds will be 
split between the 
state’s tobacco 
prevention and 
control programs 
and consumer 
protection efforts. 

 

• The Amherst Board 
of Health 
in Massachusetts a
pproved a Nicotine-
Free 
Generation regulati
on which prohibits 
the sale of any 
tobacco products to 
anyone born on or 
after Jan. 1, 2005. 

 

• The New 
Jersey Assembly 
passed a bill 
to increase 
penalties for 
retailers who sell 
tobacco products to 

https://www.amherstindy.org/2025/12/05/board-of-health-approves-nicotine-free-generation-regulations/
https://www.amherstindy.org/2025/12/05/board-of-health-approves-nicotine-free-generation-regulations/
https://www.amherstindy.org/2025/12/05/board-of-health-approves-nicotine-free-generation-regulations/
https://wrnjradio.com/n-j-assembly-advances-bill-to-increase-penalties-for-illegal-tobacco-and-vape-sales-to-minors/
https://wrnjradio.com/n-j-assembly-advances-bill-to-increase-penalties-for-illegal-tobacco-and-vape-sales-to-minors/
https://wrnjradio.com/n-j-assembly-advances-bill-to-increase-penalties-for-illegal-tobacco-and-vape-sales-to-minors/


 

people under 21, 
and the measure 
now heads to the 
Senate for 
consideration. 

 

•  A study of LGBTQ+ 
individuals in Califo
rnia suggests that 
e-cigarettes may 
support reduced 
cigarette use during 
quit attempts when 
users have a clear 
intention to quit. 

 

News 

• The Pan American 
Health Organization 
published 
a comprehensive 
strategic plan to 
strengthen tobacco 
control throughout 
the Americas 
through 2030, 
recognizing the 
enormous impact 
tobacco use has on 
non-communicable 

https://academic.oup.com/ntr/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ntr/ntaf263/8404261?searchresult=1
https://academic.oup.com/ntr/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ntr/ntaf263/8404261?searchresult=1
https://www.paho.org/en/documents/strategy-and-plan-action-strengthen-tobacco-control-region-americas-2025-2030
https://www.paho.org/en/documents/strategy-and-plan-action-strengthen-tobacco-control-region-americas-2025-2030


 

disease deaths in 
the region.   

 

• The Associated 
Press 
News reported on 
findings from 
the Monitoring the 
Future survey, 
released in 
December, with 
teen nicotine pouch 
use trending 
upwards. 

 

Research 

• A systematic review 
of 25 health warning 
label studies 
published 
in Tobacco 
Control found 
that pictorial 
warning labels were 
more effective than 
text only warning 
labels across 
several attributes, 
including stronger 
negative emotional 

https://apnews.com/article/teen-drug-use-survey-7dbe4c1e6d0184137b7edd99e5ef54d3%C2%25A
https://apnews.com/article/teen-drug-use-survey-7dbe4c1e6d0184137b7edd99e5ef54d3%C2%25A
https://apnews.com/article/teen-drug-use-survey-7dbe4c1e6d0184137b7edd99e5ef54d3%C2%25A
https://monitoringthefuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/mtfvol12026.pdf
https://monitoringthefuture.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/mtfvol12026.pdf
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2025/12/30/tc-2025-059510
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2025/12/30/tc-2025-059510
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2025/12/30/tc-2025-059510
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2025/12/30/tc-2025-059510
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2025/12/30/tc-2025-059510


response to 
tobacco products. 

 

• A Nicotine & 
Tobacco 
Research secondar
y data analysis of a 
medical center 
tobacco cessation 
treatment 
concluded that 
instituting the 
treatment as opt-
out rather than opt-
in improved 
participation and 
increased perceived 
endorsement of the 
treatment in the 
eyes of enrolled 
patients. 

 

• An industry watch 
article published 
in Tobacco 
Control details the 
emergence of new 
disposable nicotine 
vaping 
products that allow 
the consumer to 

https://academic.oup.com/ntr/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ntr/ntaf265/8404263?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ntr/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ntr/ntaf265/8404263?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ntr/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ntr/ntaf265/8404263?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/ntr/advance-article-abstract/doi/10.1093/ntr/ntaf265/8404263?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2025/12/30/tc-2025-059870?rss=1
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2025/12/30/tc-2025-059870?rss=1
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2025/12/30/tc-2025-059870?rss=1
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2025/12/30/tc-2025-059870?rss=1


 

adjust the nicotine 
content and/or 
flavor levels of the 
product, including 
sweetness. The 
authors note that 
this poses 
particular risk for 
nicotine-naïve 
consumers that 
prefer sweeter 
flavors. 

 

 

  

 

 

Feel free to forward this communication or encourage others to subscribe directly. 
 
This message was intended for << Test Email Address >>. If you believe this has 
been sent to you in error, please unsubscribe or update your subscription 
preferences. 
 
Our address: 
The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, 2461 South Clark St, Suite 
200, Arlington, VA 22202 
TCN@astho.org 
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