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     TCN News 

News and announcements from the Tobacco Control Network 
 

 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

In the first newsletter of each month, TCN recognizes 

anniversaries of state and territorial tobacco program 

managers to thank them for their leadership in tobacco 

control and public health more broadly. Thank you and 

congratulations to the following program managers! 

• Natalya Verscheure (CO) – 6 years. 

• James Kerrigan (WV) – 5 years. 

• Amanda Mortensen (NE) – 5 years. 

 

 

TCN Announcements 

• A recording of the latest TCN coffee chat, which 

provided a preview of the forthcoming 2021 TCN 

Policy Recommendations Guide, is available on the 

Resources tab of the TCN website. 

 

Help Your Peers Requests 

 

Elementary School Tobacco Prevention Resources 

Deadline: August 12 

 

 

The twice monthly TCN 

News provides a concise 

digest of tobacco control 

announcements to the 

Tobacco Control Network's 

membership base of tobacco 

control program managers and 

additional staff from each 

state, territory, and D.C., as 

well as our valued partners. 

 

Upcoming Events  
Endgame Policy: Tobacco-

Free Generation – Action on 

Smoking and Health 

Webinar 

Aug. 13, 12-1:30 pm ET 

| Registration required 

  

Nicotine Dependence 

Conference & National Summit 

on Smokeless Tobacco 

Prevention 2020 – Mayo Clinic 

Virtual Conference 

Oct. 18-20 | Registration 

required 

 

State of Black Health 

Conference – NAATPN, Inc. 

Charlotte, NC 

March 2-4, 2021 | Registration 

required 

  

National Conference on 

Tobacco or Health – National 

Network of Public Health 

Institutes 

New Orleans, LA 

http://www.tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/
https://mailchi.mp/c4c34ed55fca/mzs5naisn8-5212701?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://youtu.be/5K-X4eYlkDk
https://default.salsalabs.org/T1033e344-b944-4beb-87d3-ce069df10c28/dee6ad4c-4b74-4b6f-8a02-1d7f5f801576
https://default.salsalabs.org/T1033e344-b944-4beb-87d3-ce069df10c28/dee6ad4c-4b74-4b6f-8a02-1d7f5f801576
https://ce.mayo.edu/internal-medicine/content/nicotine-dependence-conference-national-summit-smokeless-tobacco-prevention-2020-aligning#group-tabs-node-course-default1
https://ce.mayo.edu/internal-medicine/content/nicotine-dependence-conference-national-summit-smokeless-tobacco-prevention-2020-aligning#group-tabs-node-course-default1
https://ce.mayo.edu/internal-medicine/content/nicotine-dependence-conference-national-summit-smokeless-tobacco-prevention-2020-aligning#group-tabs-node-course-default1
https://ce.mayo.edu/internal-medicine/content/nicotine-dependence-conference-national-summit-smokeless-tobacco-prevention-2020-aligning#group-tabs-node-course-default1
https://www.stateofblackhealth.com/
https://www.stateofblackhealth.com/
https://nnphi.org/relatedarticle/national-conference-tobacco-health/
https://nnphi.org/relatedarticle/national-conference-tobacco-health/


 

Does anyone have great tobacco prevention resources 

(such as activity sheets, videos, etc.) for elementary school 

kids? Thanks for your support in advance! 

 

Conducting State Youth Tobacco Survey Online 

Deadline: August 14 

 

Do other states conduct your own state youth tobacco 

survey in schools? If so, do you conduct this survey online? 

Specifically, how do you deliver the online surveys to the 

students to ensure that each unique participant can only 

access the survey once? Texas is looking at moving their 

state youth tobacco survey online due to COVID-19 and they 

want to see if other states have already moved their youth 

tobacco survey online, and understand what their experience 

was.  

 

 

If you have any information to share or know someone who 

does, please reply to tcn@astho.org and we will pass your 

insights along to the person who submitted the request and 

to other TCN members interested in learning more. 

 

Partner Announcements 

• ASTHO published a microlearning video on working 

with state and territorial leadership on tobacco 

policy and an infographic overviewing how state 

health agencies are encouraging smokers to quit. 

  

• The following announcements come from the FDA 

Center for Tobacco Products: 

o FDA issued warning letters to 10 

companies, including Cool Clouds 

Distribution Inc. (doing business as Puff 

Bar), to remove their flavored e-cigarette 

products from the market for appealing to 

youths and lacking prior authorization. 

o The Center for Tobacco 

Products announced a hiring surge 

expected to last two to three years to 

process the anticipated influx of tobacco 

 

June 28-30, 2022 | Save the 

date 

 

 

Funding Opportunities 
Tobacco Data Analyst 

Nebraska Department of 

Health and Human Services 

Lincoln, NE 

  

Assistant Bureau Director, 

Bureau of Tobacco Control 

New York State Department of 

Health 

Albany, NY 

  

Research Scientist III 

New York State Department of 

Health 

Albany, NY 

 

Job Listings  
If you have any job openings 

that would interest tobacco 

control professionals, please 

send them to us 

at tcn@astho.org. 

About the Tobacco 

Control Network 
The TCN’s mission is to 

improve the public’s 

health by providing 

education and state-

based expertise to 

tobacco prevention and 

control at the state and 

national levels.  

 

The TCN is a network 

of tobacco program 

managers and staff 

from state and territorial 

health departments as 

well as Funder’s 

Alliance organizations, 

and a peer group of 

the Association of State 

and Territorial Health 

Officials (ASTHO) on 

behalf of the CDC’s 

mailto:tcn@astho.org?subject=Help%20Your%20Peers%20Response
https://learn.astho.org/products/the-value-of-collaboration-working-with-state-and-territorial-health-leadership-on-tobacco-policy-recommendations#tab-product_tab_content__1
https://www.astho.org/Prevention/Tobacco/Smoking-Cessation-A-State-Perspective-Infographic/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-notifies-companies-including-puff-bar-remove-flavored-disposable-e-cigarettes-and-youth
https://www.fda.gov/tobacco-products/about-center-tobacco-products-ctp/jobs-center-tobacco-products
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/nebraska/jobs/2802223/tobacco-data-analyst?keywords=tobacco&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://careers-healthresearch.icims.com/jobs/4789/assistant-director%2c-bureau-of-tobacco-control/job
https://careers-healthresearch.icims.com/jobs/4789/assistant-director%2c-bureau-of-tobacco-control/job
https://careers-healthresearch.icims.com/jobs/4768/research-scientist-iii/job
mailto:tcn@astho.org
http://tobaccocontrolnetwork.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af0b90db695b443d497334499&id=6f88404ea5&e=18ab793fdf
http://tobaccocontrolnetwork.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af0b90db695b443d497334499&id=6f88404ea5&e=18ab793fdf
http://tobaccocontrolnetwork.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=af0b90db695b443d497334499&id=6f88404ea5&e=18ab793fdf


 

industry premarket authorization 

applications due on Sept. 9. 

  

• The following announcements come from CDC: 

o A study of 23 lung tissue samples from 

patients with confirmed or suspected 

EVALI published in The 

Lancet details observations of acute or 

subacute lung injury, alveolar damage, 

and other findings. 

o According to an MMWR detailing county-

level prevalence of underlying medical 

conditions correlated with severe COVID-

19 illness, chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease has a national prevalence of 6.9% 

and heart disease has a nationwide 

prevalence of 6.8%. 

o A National Health Statistics 

Report analysis of 2018 National Health 

Interview Survey Data concluded that 

49.9% of men and 30.6% of women over 

65 were former cigarette smokers, who 

were at higher risk of reporting fair or poor 

health and multiple chronic conditions than 

the general population. 

  

• WHO released a statement on FDA’s decision to 

allow modified risk marketing of IQOS heated 

tobacco products, highlighting that the approved 

marketing statements could be misleading to 

consumers and may violate the WHO Framework 

Convention of Tobacco Control. 

  

• A new Geographic Health Equity Alliance video 

presentation by Natasha Phelps at the Public 

Health Law Center overviews tobacco control 

policy as a key tool to promote health equity. 

  

• Truth Initiative published specially tailored tip 

sheets for employers on how to combat vaping 

in education workplaces and among IT workers. 

 

 

Office on Smoking and 

Health. 

  

About ASTHO 
The Association of 

State and Territorial 

Health Officials is the 

national nonprofit 

association 

representing the state 

and territorial public 

health agencies of the 

United States, the U.S. 

Territories, and the 

District of Columbia. 

ASTHO members, the 

chief health officials of 

these jurisdictions, are 

dedicated to formulating 

and influencing sound 

public health policy and 

to ensuring excellence 

in state-based public 

health practice. 
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https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/article/PIIS2213-2600(20)30321-0/fulltext
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6929a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhsr/nhsr145-508.pdf
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/27-07-2020-who-statement-on-heated-tobacco-products-and-the-us-fda-decision-regarding-iqos
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/42811/9241591013.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/42811/9241591013.pdf
https://www.geohealthequity.org/effective-law-policy-incorporating-equity-at-every-stage/
https://www.theexprogram.com/resources/report/tip-sheet-impact-of-vaping-in-education-what-employers-can-do-about-it/?utm_source=Truth+Initiative+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=965364116a-Newsletter_207_2020_07_30&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c91fd8a5c5-965364116a-86500004
https://www.theexprogram.com/resources/report/tip-sheet-impact-of-vaping-in-it-what-employers-can-do-about-it/?utm_source=Truth+Initiative+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=be7dff7b8e-Newsletter_206_2020_07_23&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c91fd8a5c5-be7dff7b8e-86500004
http://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=af0b90db695b443d497334499&id=eb6b7e23b2&e=%5bUNIQID%5d
http://us10.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=af0b90db695b443d497334499&id=eb6b7e23b2&e=%5bUNIQID%5d


 

State News 

• Colorado Governor Jared Polis signed into law a 

bill that raises the tobacco sales age to 21, 

inclusive of all nicotine products, and requires that 

all retailers obtain state licensing and be subject to 

fines and suspension for violations. 

  

• A Tobacco Control audit of 

four Minnesota localities found that between 84.4% 

and 100% of retailers complied with local 

ordinances requiring that menthol tobacco products 

be sold in adult-only stores.    

  

• Massachusetts Attorney General Maura 

Healey filed a lawsuit against Puff Bar before FDA 

removed the products from the market, alleging the 

company sold flavored tobacco products to 

Massachusetts consumers in violation of state law. 

 

In the News 

• JUUL Labs announced that it submitted a 

Premarket Tobacco Product Application with FDA 

ahead of the agency’s Sept. 9 deadline, which, if 

approved, will allow the company to continue selling 

its nicotine-salt based pod products in perpetuity. 

  

• British American Tobacco reported greater than 

expected first half profits, thanks to increasing sales 

of vaping products and higher-priced cigarettes in 

the United States. Meanwhile, Altria 

also announced higher than projected earnings 

while sharing plans to expand marketing of its 

IQOS heated tobacco products. 

  

• Sales volume for combustible 

cigarettes decreased only 0.2% during the four-

week period ending July 11, which compares 

favorably to the 13.2% decrease observed in e-

cigarette sales during the same period, and the 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/vaping-sick-time-bills-signed-into-law/article_7476a76c-c60d-11ea-a86e-3fe4250728fd.html
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/early/2020/07/23/tobaccocontrol-2019-055577?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=tc&utm_content=latest&utm_term=06082020
https://apnews.com/7d50c861b37518b51fd911405341952f
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-vaping-juul/juul-submits-application-to-fda-to-keep-selling-e-cigarettes-idUSKCN24V380
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-britishamericantobacco-results/bat-first-half-beats-expectations-on-resilient-u-s-demand-idUSKCN24W0RT
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-altria-group-results/marlboro-maker-altria-forecasts-higher-2020-earnings-idUSKCN24T1IJ
https://journalnow.com/business/traditional-cigarettes-continue-to-outperform-electronic-cigarettes-during-pandemic/article_cc3cab51-9f57-5cf7-9bad-4b9cf34ce7ce.html


 

7.2% combustible cigarette decrease that took 

place during an analogous four-week period in 

2019. 

  

• Hannaford Supermarkets, a New England grocery 

chain with over 180 locations, announced that it will 

phase out tobacco products in all locations by this 

fall. 

  

• According to reporting from Bloomberg, JUUL 

Labs replaced its original hardware design released 

in 2015 with an improved version in early 2018, 

unbeknownst to FDA, over a year after the 

agency’s deeming rule went into effect. 

 

 

Research 

• An analysis of nationally representative data from 

2002 to 2017 published in Journal of Adolescent 

Health concluded that the cigarette flavor ban 

implemented in 2009 (exempting menthol) 

correlated with a 43% reduction in youth smoking 

and a 27% reduction in young adult (ages 18 to 25) 

smoking compared to modeled projections of 

smoking rates if the restriction was never 

implemented. 

  

• A JAMA Open Network analysis of Health 

Information National Trends Survey data found that 

while exposure to court-ordered tobacco industry 

corrective statements was associated with 

increased odds of smokers intending to quit, less 

than half of Americans recalled seeing those 

advertisements. 

  

• A Biomedical Journal research 

review summarizes the effects of e-cigarette use, 

as well as secondhand and thirdhand exposure to 

e-cigarette aerosol, on oral and overall health. 

 

 

  

 

https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/hannaford-pulling-the-plug-on-tobacco-sales-company-wide
https://www.bloombergquint.com/businessweek/could-juul-face-penalty-after-modifying-vaping-product
https://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(20)30335-9/pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2767945
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2319417020301219


 

Feel free to forward this communication or encourage others to subscribe directly. 

 

This message was intended for << Test Email Address >>. If you believe this has been sent to you in error, 

please unsubscribe or update your subscription preferences. 

 

Our address: 

The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, 2231 Crystal Drive, Suite 450, Arlington, VA 22202 

TCN@astho.org 
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