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Jeffrey Willett, PhD, is a research scientist with the New York State Department of Health and 

director of New York's Tobacco Control Program. In his position, Dr. Willett is responsible for 

the development, implementation, evaluation, and dissemination of effective tobacco control and 

public health interventions in New York State. 

Prior to joining the New York Department of Health, Dr. Willett served as the director of 

research and evaluation for the Ohio Tobacco Prevention Foundation, an agency charged with 

implementing statewide control programming in Ohio. Dr. Willett has also served on advisory 

committees for several national and state tobacco control organizations, including CDC's Office 

on Smoking and Health, Legacy, and the North American Quitline Consortium. He has a PhD in 

sociology, with a focus on the sociology of health, and an undergraduate degree in broadcast 

journalism, both from the University of Nebraska.  


