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Maryland Cigarette Pack Sales,
FY 1995-FY 2009
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o 1993 - Cigarette tax raised by $0.20

o 1996 - Smokeless tobacco tax
defeated

o 1997 - 6 tobacco tax bills defeated

MGA wants to pass a $0.05 tax to balance
budget

o 1997 — Baltimore Sun Headline

"Foes of tobacco lost big -- again; All-or-nothing
tactics, some say, got them 'sucker- punched"
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o0 1997-1999 - State awash in money

$600 M Surplus + booming economy
$4 B Tobacco Settlement

o 1999 - State passes tobacco tax

$0.30 increase in cigarette tax, 15%
manufacturers tax on OTP, $21 million annually
for prevention & cessation

o 2002 & 2007 — State passes additional
tobacco taxes

In 2002 (Election year) -- $0.34 per pack
In 2008, $1.00 per pack
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06 Steps
Pick your Issue/Solution
Do some Polling
Build your Coalition
Earn some Media
Work the elections
Lobby the policy-makers
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In this year's election for General Assembly, if the choice was
between a Democratic candidate who favors this cigarette tax

proposal and a Republican who opposes it - for which candidate
would you vote? (1500 Likely Voters, +/- 2.5% error, 6/8-6/16/98)

memssn | 41% | 51% | 10%
woemse | 329 | 22% | -10%
6% | 10% | 4%
oo | 21% | 17% | -4%
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Polling

In this year's election for General Assembly, if the choice was
between a Republican candidate who favors this cigarette tax
proposal and a Democrat who opposes it - for which candidate would
you vote? (1500 Likely Voters, +/- 2.5% error, 6/8-6/16/98)

SMOKE (Marylan d’s}

%

Generic Ballot Test Rep. supports tax Diff

mewase | 41% | 29% | -12%
womsss | 320 | 44% | 12%

we | 6% | 10% | 4%
e | 21% | 17% | -4%




Across party lines,
voters favor raising
cigarette tax by $1.50

Per-pack increase
would nearly double
price in Maryland

By BcoTT SHANE

AUXETAFY

Antl-smoking activists released
& poll yesterday showing Mary-
land voters favor by nearly 2-to-1a
$1.50-a-pack Increase In the
state's cigarette tax and said teen
smoking has become $0 potent a
political issue that it can outweigh
party loyalty, ‘

The poll, conducted last
month, showed that the Demo-
cratic majority sald it would back
& Republican legisiative candidate
who favored a clgarette tax In-
crease over a Democrat who op-
posed one.

“We now know clearly where
the majority of Marylanders
stand,” sald state Del Ellzabeth
Bobo, & Howard County Demo-
crat who attended & news confer-

vored Democrats over Republi-
cans 52 percent to 32 percent.

If the Democratic candidate fa- -

vored the cigarette tax and the
Republican opposed it, the gap
widened to 52 percent to 25 per-
cent. But if the Republican sup-
ported the tax and the Democrat
opposed It, the numbers flipped,
with 38 percent for'the pro-tax Re-
publican and 30 percent for the
anti-tax Democrat.

“These numbers are startling,”
sald Lake, a nationally prominen

change your vote over an issue like
this is very unusual.™

Many public health experts say
increasing the price of clgarettes
is the surest and fastest way to re-
duce smoking, particularly by
teens.

“In the short run, the single
most effective measure we could
take ls to get the price up,” sald
Kenneth E, Warner, an economist
and smoking expert at the Univer-
sity of Michigan. “That's more ef-

Md. support for
cigarette tax hike
How 602 Maryland voters fell

about Increasing the cigarette
tax by $1.50 a pack:

mumdmmcm
4 percentage paints
SOURCE: Lake, Sosin, 8nell, Perry &
Associates telepbone pall, Gepl. 18-22

EMILY MOLMESR 1 SUN STAYYF

for & $1-g-pack increase, and the
tax was left unchanged.

Now anti-tobacco forces are
preparing for enother try next
year, They say the industry’s for-
midable political strength has
been eroded by negative publicity
accompanying lawsuits filled
against makers by 40
states, Including Maryland,

*If the people lead, thelr leaders
in the legistature eventually will fol-
low,* said Dr. Joseph A Adams, a
Towson physiclan and president of
the Smoke Free Maryland coalition,

fective in decreasing consumption |
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Build Organizational Power

o Recruit lead organizations & launch
campaign

o Outreach to community groups of
all kinds, especially faith community

o Earn media featuring unique,
special, or strong constituencies
throughout



(lerics back
Md. tobacco
{ax mcrease

Coalition supporia
&1 50-par-pack rise
nimed &t leen-agors
‘hobody sawld ameke’

T . .4 ons'
ferigion termed

'a breakthrough’

By v BIvERA
mURETARF

A coplltion of relipous

lepders repmesanting Bi[-
Lists, Metheilate, Eutherans

i and otharakent thedr sUpPoT; |

westerday to gn iniatls i
inat aima o curh teet ETok=-
F e Teinne e Naryiand

apt iz 5 growndbreaking |
step,” mald United Methodist!
Bishop Pelios Bdwin My ol
the PBalilmorsWashinpgion
Confermnee, which tsasd 8
rﬁl:llll“ﬂ!-'l nt itE BTk
(mestng 1aat morth eplora-

4 individuals or as e

ofpe A s cenda it lone,

Wiy noted that ;
hee lOng

e o0 use, ad mE eaity ab

. appilcamss For
1piB mqut:!f from s
WA,

oleague, Litheral

ot ¢hildren, Yt
Tt ndutss,” he paid, “Now I

. tione kbl

Religious eoalition backs

Md. tobaceo tax imerease

I Todrocod, f1om Pops 18]

standing up hard saying ihle be.
egEe we haye besn Inoeo for
years a8 having s lot of fon, mAkiog
T of Baptlets and McthodIats i
gponlng w0 mch Lime for ERUme
ererased oo (hls subtest.

Wowercwrng

*weall, oo anoldog e wWera
wroog ud they wete Tight,” b=
il "It comea down to the proper
etewird iy of cur bodlax®

Tt Hev. Bigney Tianles, o=
scnbing the [hierdeppminational
Mindsterid Alliance, o coubtion of
Paldneore's ARdcan-American
nleryy, aald the tuitistive's goad 1o
reduse amoking among Pouthe

Dbaces tax increase. DaMaren sakl
mooru catdidats for the Ceneral

Tt comes doven o the
proper stewardship of
our bodies.

Oeorga Mocky, Latheron his-
o

‘Hmr,tl‘ﬂ.ﬂﬂmmm'
ps. It 15 not ebout youth amecldng.”
ne sald

Richard Daynerd, a Bostoh bw
professor bl ehalrmoa of the To-
bacen Products Liabliby Project,
gakd that, af Tar Bs be ko aware, bhe
{inyalverment of retlgious gronps io
the eptl-{obacco MOTEICDE DA
besn Hrdted 1o reachitions pagasd
{n antioal somentions and Ure di-
veetinent of topecto stock BY
nany 1”1

Addressing ppecdlce

Sn they heve not been
an the Ues of apetiic Lobac-
&0 comtrol Inktintiees, it the ex-
pepthon of divestment,” he sald.
“So 1 think #s wery impoTtent
theyTe coming out nd not Just
saying 'In genemnl, one qught Lo do
2o ' 1t i BY

I a dmimrrn rdesslAd T A A



Local organizations campaign to raise

tobacco tax over the next three years

Ity LAURA WILSON
Lormmunily Nesws Edaor

Maryland smokers may soon
notice o substantial Increase in
the price of cigarettes i a pro-
posed bill is passed this fall that
could affect cigurette prices for
yoars W come
The Maryland Children's Initis
tive plans to raise the state's eig
aretie Lix by as much as $1.50 per
pack over the next three years to
reduce leen smoking and provide
funding for prochildrem initia-
lives. Tha bill proposes a tax
increase of 50 cents a pack for the
next two years If the percentage
of teen smokers does not decline
by at least 35 percen’ by July 1,
2000, then an additional i“crease
of 50 cents rcr pack will go into
effect, It will also extend a com-
parable tax increase of 25 percent
of the wholesale price to other
tobacco products
if within the next five years Con-

Uress ruises tha cisoratle tew oo

SMOKE FREE
MARYLAND CoALMION

The Maryland
Children’s
{  Initigtive

SAFE AND SOUND
CAMPAIGN

“The most effective waw

s8ay ‘5661 01 [udy Aspuy



Howard County

Legislators,

Bill would increase

pack price by $1
lo discourage habit

|
By EpwarD LxE

AUN GTAVY S! !N 5'

Kicking off a grass-reots
campaign for & $1-a-pack In-
crease in the state clgnrette
tax, Howard County activ-!
Ists employed a new weapon|
yesterday In their battle
against the tobacco Indus-
try: children,

About 50 Wilde Lake High
School students — jolned by
Democratic County Council-
man Guy J. Guzzone, and
Bev Wilhide, an assistant to
County Executlve James N.
Robey — urged members of
the General Assembly &
pass tax-increase legislation,

“All of us are all too awnre ,

that teen smoking Is a prob-
lem In (mlumb:?’. H%w:;d
County, Maryland, an 3
country,” sald Rebecca Git-
ford, a senlor ut the school
and a representative of the
Maryland  Association of

Legislators, teensjseek in

[Smoking, from Page Is)

Children's Initiative, a caalition of
300 organizations working to re.
duce teen smoki ng.

"They used to say that It was a

—_—

crease in cigarette tax

Students not
in tobaceo fight s#m

politically difficuit thing to vote
against tobacco,” DeMarco sald.
“Legislators, it's a politically dif-
cult thing to vote agalnst the oiti-
zeng."

Howard County has one of the
toughest antl-smoking laws on the
East Coast,

Yesterdey, at an informal lunch
With Robey, the govemnor ex-
pressed his thanks for a joint reso-
lution from Robey and three mem-
bers of the County Council
Supporting the tax proposal,

Glendening said the tobacco
taxvote “is neveran easy vole, but
It's the right thing to do to protect
the health of 0w childien,

Del. ENzabeth Bobo, a Demo-
crat and co-sp2150r of the bt
whose distriet includes Wilde
Lake, said the legislatlon Is de-
signed to protect the tobacco in-
dustry’s target audience

“The facts show that very, very
clearly Big Tobaceo has written in
their plans to get and hook people
at your age and Lo hook you for
life,” Bobo told the students. “Will

pawns o

[the bill] stop smoking? Of course
not, but it wiil cut back on "

Gifford sald the tax Increase
would likely discourage teens from
smoking,

“The more expensive |t Is, the
less chance of us buying it,* she
sald.

The Wilde Lake students stood
In solemn sllence 14 the Columbia
high school's media center as thelr
pecrs, politicians and school off)-
clals kicked off the campaign,

The most polgnant moment
came when Jce) Lapin addressed
the students. Lapin, whose wife of
16 years, Marsha, died In Septem-
ber of lung cancer at the fige of 49,
pleaded with the students to
avold smoking.

"Please, for these that Jove you
and for those you love, do two
things," Lapin sald “"Continue
your pledge not tosmoke .., and do
the right thing: Keep up the good
work,”

Sun stalf wriler Larry Carson con
tributed to this artiele.

I was distirbed with elements
Of your Jen, 26 artlele, “Howard
students, legislators launch ciga-
tetle tax campaign "

The article macs it seem as if
anti-smoking advocates were ‘‘us-!
Ing" young people a5 pawns in vl

The students at Wilde Lake
High School who spoke at the
event did so at thelr own choosing.
They prepared theh own Lalks.
They spoke from the heart

As a soclety often cynical aboul



What do you want from your
endorsers and key partners?

o To educate the leadership and their members
about the issue.

o To show them true friendship and partnership
in their groups’ struggles (i.e., relationship is a

two-way street).

o To eventually get “evidence” of their support
for your issue.

o To build a long-lasting relationship with
leaders and members to facilitate later action.



Evidence of support?

o Have them sigh something!

Resolution or statement of support

Helps organization with decision-making
process

Invites debate on level of support for
initiative

o Opens door to a relationship

o Helps you ask for help In
future



Md. Coalition Seeks Higher Cigarette Tax

By CHAELES BamimeTos
Fashingion Far Sofl Fiuer

apulhv:rhinhﬁ-lpﬂ'mnfm“lﬂ'ﬁ

brimg the e bo 31856
Ihemnmimiwdd:dm:lm

ot that e 4o otgher amagun restrictons

i Marlamd. Then, s tow, groups condocd

Group Says Higher Cigarette Tax
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Build Organizational Power

o Communication plan (listserv, blast
fax, webpage and now, don't forget
FB, Twitter, RSS Feeds, blogs, etc.)

o Set up organizational structure
501(h) and 501(c)4

o Raise funds!!



Trial Run

o Conduct additional Polling

test the actual program specifics (tobacco tax for
prevention, reduced class size, after-school
programs, etc.)

o Introduce the bill
Write bill
Testify at hearings
Pay attention to opponents arguments
Acquire additional research
Hone in key messages
Involve your Coalition
Earn media



Build Momentum Locally

o Pass local tobacco taxes

o Court county executives / County
Councils

o Pass county government resolutions

o Earn media locally -- launching local
campaign, releasing poll data



Tax on
cigars,
snuff

sought

By LISA CARLY FINE
Jowomsl statt wezer

Montgomery County Execu-
tive Douglas M. Duncan will pro-
pase today a ix or wkeless to-
baceo and cirars, meking it the
first junigdiction in the state —
and one of few in the nation — to
impose such VY.

Montiron County would
join local sdictions in just
three other states Alabama,
Alaska and Virginia — to tax
smokeless tohaceo wmdnﬁ< and
CigArE, county nﬂvl.d- o

As part of an initiative to en-
hanece and enforce tobaceo regu-
lation in the county, Dun
\\"'5 annntince the tax

wn he 3
k cown an tho Jlu‘,,'.l] sale of
carettes to minors, county

] p‘.u* which he plans
d te the County Councit for
its approval this month, calls for
2 36 cent per packnge Joenl excise
tax on cigars and smokeleas to-
bacce products — including
wowing tobaeeo, snulTand dip—
the same amount the state taxes
pdd'é of cigarettes. County offi-

1als bave not decided how m.mh
(-.. tax individually sold cigars,

cl

Please see TAX, AS

Jet TaytoelJossmat

Douglas Stubbs of Dickerson will be paying more for his chewing tobacco in Montgomery County if County Executive Douglas M.
Duncan's proposed tax on smokeless tobacco becomes law.




Work the Elections

o c(4) sent a pledge form to all
candidates running for state office.

o c(4) rented the (h)’s organizational
list and informed coalition of the
pledge campaign.

o c(4) asked all candidates to sign the
pledge



Work the Elections (cont)

o c(4) asked all endorsers to call
candidates urging that they sign
pledge.

o c(4) asked all endorsers to bring up
the issues during candidate forums
and ask for support.

o Earned media around state — who
signed and who did not.



Anti-smoking group)

recruits legislators

182 candidates pledge
to back cignrette tax
increase, coalition says

&iy Scorr BHANE
SUNaTary

A Maryland anti-smoking
coglition sald yesterday 182
candidates for the General
Assembly, including 74 In-
cumbents, have pledged to
support a $1.50-a-pack in-
ceease In the state's clga-
retle lax to reduce teen
smoking,

“IU's our job between now

and Election Day to make

But DeMarco, who i the
past organized successful'
grass-roots campiigns for
state gun contro! legislation.;
dald his coalition will keep up,
Lhe pressure, putting up bill,
bourds and mobilizing stu.|
dent activists. The Maryland)
Association of Student
Councils agreed Iast month
Lo take a leading role, :

Slgners include Sennte!
Majority Leader Clarence W/
Blount and House Madomy,
Leader John Adams Hurson.,
House Ways and Means'
Committee  Chairwoman'
Sheila E. Hixson signed the
pledge. [See Tobaceo, 98),

l

—Bgyﬂ.ﬂwﬂ SUAI

A4l 1B

Anti-smoking eoalition recruif
legislators on cigarette tax ris

[Todacco, from Page 18]

Sen. Barbara A, Hoffman, the
chalrwomen of the other cruclal
committee for tax legislation, Sen-
ate Budget and Tuaxatlon, de-
clined to sign but sald yesterday
she supports the tax

“I really don't ever sign pledges,
and I think thelr bill needs a lot of

overall, with the steepest redu
tion among the youngest smoker
Cigarette makers argue th
higher taxes create a black ma
ket, burden lower-income peap
and dolittle to reduce smoking.
But internal industry doeo
ments unearthed th recent la
suils suggest that the Industry In

lone woarriaad that Wiediae relona o
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| GOP challengers
may back increase
~On cigarettes

 ‘Voters take it seriously’

That's because the Re-
publicans in question are
running agalnst lncumbent
Democrats who support
such a tax increase — on cig-
areiles

Anti-smoking advocates
are pushing an Initlative to
ralse the state tax on cigs-
rettes by $1.50 a pack in an
| effort to curb smoking by
youths, and they promise to
be a force in this fall's Gener-
al Assembly elections. Can-
didates are already on notice
in this county, known ht its
smoking-averse public poli-
cy, as national tobacco poli-
tics gets local,

GOP contenders lean toward tax increase:

[Smoking, from Page 1)

They're' health-conscious,” sald
Michael Grasso, a North Laurel
Republican who s running In o
southern Howard district against
Democratic Incumbent Dels
Shane Pendergrass and Prank 8
Tumer. *T fullv éxnect that to he

*Voters In Howard Coun-
ty strongly, very strongly, fa-
vor the children's initiative,
the $150 tobacco tax in-
crease.” sald Vincent DeMar-
o0, executive director of the
Maryland Children’s Initia-
tive. “Candidates In Howard
County need to take Lhis

today,
among the best in the state.
Fifty-six percent of likely vot-

registered lukewarm sup-
port. A majority of volers
polied sald they would vote
for a candidate who sup-

The numbers are baseg
on & small sample — B4 lkely
voters were polied here —
but candidates aren't sur-

*Howard countlans are
educated. [See Smoking, 58]

The Batimore SunN

211098

The Sun in Howard : Thursday July 16, 1098 ;| Page 5n

o« . the GOF gubernatorial candl-
‘Howard countians are daten oppiome .
educated. They're health-  But Howard County, where Re-
: I publican officials reign, is a bit of
conscious. [ fully expect an oddiy. ﬂ:mmhmeu
IS8/ Y mm Ll em: wson
thatbo{)eoneqﬂlwbtg:a- m.mco-nmaubo‘m.m
mthuyw.” WW:&I&Q semux(o

R

SBtill, anti-smoking advocates
miay not win more allies in the leg-
Isisture In Howard's races. Grasso
and Arterburmn  are runnlrg
aguinst Democruts who back the
cigarette tax increase. Republican
atate Sen. Christopher J. McCabp,
who opposes it is a popular two-



Work the Elections (cont)

o Peer to peer letters by physicians +
fundraising for Gubernatorial
candidate who supported Initiative

o The ministers ad and brochure
targeting gubernatorial candidate
not signing pledge

“Bang, Cough, Ka-Ching”



The gun lobby.

They wanted Ellen Sauerbrey to

vote against every reasonable gun law,
including restrictions on

Saturday Night Specials and

semiautomatic assault weapons.

And she did.



The big tobacco companies

They want Sauerbrey to oppose
effective measures to curb teen
smoking, such as the Maryland

Children’s Initiative.

And she does.




Casino gambling interests.
They want Sauerbrey to stand aside

while they fill our state with ten

thousand slot machines.

And she would.




The special interests may control So vo l E

Ellen Sauerbrey . . . on Tuesday,
November 3rd.

‘ Because Maryland is OUR state,
but they don’t control you.
not theirs.



Work the Elections (cont)

o Buttman shadowed gubernatorial
candidate not signing pledge

o Candidate's use of issue



the lobby, wmed it over 5o that the
words were covered. Vincent DeMar-
<0, Fisher's fniend and a major player
in the push 1o make Maryland’s cig-
aretie tax the highest in the natica,
tumed the sign over again.

DeMarco is executive dirsctor of
the Maryland Children's Initiative,
which is lobbying General Assem-
bly and gubernmorial candidales to
suppont a bill raising the cigaretts tax
by 50 cents a year from 36 cents ow
10 S1.86 in 2001,

The final annual increase could be
waived if toen smoking rates decline,
according 10 the bill, whosz co-spon-
sors include state Sen. Martin Mad-
den, a Clarksville Republican, and
delegates  Elizabeth Bobo, Shane
Pendergrass and Frank Tumer, all
Columbia Democrats

The bill died in comminee this
spring, but DeMarco and Smoke-
Free Maryland spokesman Glenn
Schneider are optimistic sbout its

passage in the next session

Polls show 70% of Howard vot-
ers favor the tax hike to reduce teen
smoking, but legislators who repee-
sent Howard are deeply divided
Most Democrats suppart it, and most
Republicans oppose it

But Madden broke ranks with s
fellow Republicans, saying be sup-
pocts it as “a health issue.”™

Even Republican political allies
Hans Meader and Michae! Grasso,
who are trying to unseat Tumer
and Pendergrass, sre divided.
Grasso is supporting it “begrudg-
ingly,"” while Meeder wants to
know more about how the revenue
would be used

Madden, while supportive of the
hike, disrmisses Fisher a5 a Demo
cratic “partisan” who is simply try-
ing to harass Saverbrey.

Even Dotson, the Columbia Dem-
oeratic Club president, assumes that
Fisher is “Irying 10 stick it in Ellen's

: ‘{—Biﬂmaﬂ,
'shadows
uerbrey

o lag Colul“‘-"w

BY LARRY PERL o=
‘q“

Ellen Sauecrbeey. tho

meet on the campaign (il
Fisher is trying. bt 50 far,
brey’s camp has kept them aparn
Fisher,
vivor and Democmatic
Ellicont City,

weeks, she
role.

STAFE vOTO B S1EF Mok BOvAN
Carole Fisher, dressed as a giant
cigarette, waits in the lobby of
the Inner Harbor Hyatt hotel
Sept. 28 for gubernatorial
candidate Ellen Sauerbrey.

face as much as possible.”

Fisher said she retited as a res.
taurunt business manager “'to do pol-
itics full tme.” But she suid the
death of Lapin spurmed lver 1o find
time to lobby for the cigarcite tax,
even though she’s the sdminisurative
icader of Howard County Democrats
dunng the frantic final weeks of the
fall campaign.

Saverbrey campaign spokcsman
Doman scoffed at Fisher's sactics,
saying, "I don't think that's the way
10 get Ellen’s support, harassing her
ata public event.”

But Fisher persists, saymg, “1'm
being her conscience.”

Republican
gubematorial nominee, and Carole
Fisher, he human cigarette, have yet (o

Sauver

a 63-year-old cancer sur
activist from
already i well-known s
chairwoman of the Howard County
Democratic Central Committee
stale party \cgrc::u'y But in recemt
has warmed to a second

and

Dressed ay o giamt cigarene, she ix

Sce Cigarette, page 22




WARNING: The Tobacco

| Industry Is Not Your Friend. ||

NEITHER IS DELEGATE FAULKNER.




Delegate Faulkner sides with the
Tobacco Industry, against us.

e Amenican Cancer Society and the Americun Heart Association had one top priority in the 1998
Maryland General Assembly—passing a bill which woold strengthen the hand of Attoeney Geeral Joc
Curran in his lawsuit sgainst the seven major tobacco cotmpantes. After o fierce legistative battle between
the tobacco companics and 4 coalition of public health groups, that bill (S8 652) was enacted into law
But your Delegate. Patricin Faulkner, voted against it.

The Maryland Children's Initiotive s o progeam; supported by more than 320 public health, religious and
Civic organizations, 10 drastically redoce (een smoking by increasing Marylund’s tax on cigarettes by $1.50
per pack, All but a few Moatgomery County lawmakers have endorsed the Maryviand Chibdren’s Initistive
But your Delegate, Patricia Faulkner, opposes it

Faulkner's challenger, Tod Sher, fuvored SB 652 and bas endorsed the Maryland Children’s Initiative
S0, support the camdidate who favars us over the Tobaceo Industry

“Delegate Patricia Faulkner has had two major opportunities
to stand against Big Tobacco, but in both cases, she sided
with the cigarette companies and against public health.”

—Albert L, Blumberg, M.D., President, Smoke-Free Maryland
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Legislative District 14A

Reprezenis easiern Movugomery County, ineluding Olney and Burtorsville

Patricls Arar Pasliser  Tod David Sher
33, Repablcen 35, Derocnt
Siver Sprirg Butensvile
Tocumbent Corgrater comsaiiesy

Q What are the three most impactant problema facing Marpland?
Frulkner: Education, crime and taxes

Sher: Eduzation, anspostation and cnime

Haow would you rate the job peeformance of the Monigomery County's legitintive
delegation — excellent, gaod, feir or pooe?
Faulkaer: Good

Sher: Good. Are building coalitions, shoraing Moctgomery County shares the same needs
and probiems as pther countes

Q

Faglkner: Overnll, fair 19 good

How would you rate the job performance of Gov. Parris N, Glendening —
excellent, good, foir or paar?

Sher: Good.

The state's tramspoctation trst fund is rumwing low. Showld the pas tax be raised,
ard {f s0, hew high?

ﬁ

BOp N gacelic red Yace s Laymid o T ot sge i e |4 Wl

Faulkner: Thick (at theee are betler wins 0 $o this Sun 10 FSave § gas tax hike

Shee: Yes, bul noeds frther study 10 determine bow hugh

Q What is your position on the Interceunty Comnector highway?

Faulkaer: Against it in all shapes and foems.

Sher: Agans: ICC, Need & 2151 century solution to improve east-west taffic flow
De you favor a Ught-rall Line berween Stlver Spring and Bethesda? Would pow
Javor a tubwey connecting the commuanities?

Faulkner: Something needs 1o be built bt feels bight resl is 1o expensove, wed that it winld
nend 10 extend beyond just those Dwo communilics

Sker: Yes to light-rail lize, but subway connection reguires more stucy

Do you support allewing siot mackines at Maryland raocetracks? Wowld you
support uring state moncy to bulld a mew racetrack?

Faulkner: No. No.

Sher: No No.

Q Do you think Maryland Inconte fnces peed fe be cut further?

Faulkaer: Think thz delegation can fock of that, but uncenain o this point.

Sher: Yes
Do you suppert the properal fo raixe the state's cigaretts tax by &t mach ay 57,50
a pack? Would you fovor a smaller increaze in the fobacve tex7

Faulkner: Have not decided.

Sher: Ye3 No

Whar showld the stete do to make HM Oz and other maneged core organizations
meore accoantadle o the patients they serve?

Faslkaer: Belicvs HMO1 should be held sccncrsable 1f they make mappropriate decisions
that hurt peticnts. Suppart opticns like & review board Ror Soctors and patient peivacy
legslation




Work the Elections (cont)

o How did we do?
Elected 69 Delegates (71 majority)
Elected 23 Senators (24 majority)

AND Governor Parris Glendening who
partly attributed his win to this issue.
o From the Baltimore Sun... "I ran on the

tobacco tax to protect our children and
won big," Glendening said.”



Lobby your policy-makers

o Hearings & earned media

o Respond to industry's PR
Cross border sales
Smuggling
Hurt the poor
Editorials
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Medical society’s ads
seek to build support

for cigarette tax plan

© $300,000 campaign
for radio, television
paid for with AMA grant

By C._FRASER SMITH
BUNBTAPYF

Maryiand's 7,000-member med-
lcal society has launched a
$300,000 radio and television ad
| campaign t¢ generate pudlic sup-
port for a $1 Increase In the per-
package cost of clgarettes,

“It's thme we focus public de-
bate on the most effective way to
- reduce both teen and aduit smok-
;lng," said Dr. Aloert Blumberg, a

o buar af rtha erata madisal ennis

press their support for the tax in-
crease.

The tax incréase bill — called a
public health Bill by its supporters
— appears likely to be approved
by the House Ways and Means
Committes this week. Support is
consldered Lkely on Lhe House
floor as well,

Senate prospects for the mea-
sure are far less certain. Senate
President Thomes V. Mike Miller
has saild he sees no justification for
ataxincrease

Bul Mlller's political ally, Gov.
Parris N. Glendening, has gone to
great trouble this year to show he
supports the increase, e has
made some health care and school
ald proposals contingent on its
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Schaefer to support higher tohaceo tax

i)omptroller pledges
anti-smugpling effort -

@y C. FRABER SMitTH
*’nu ATAYY

£n

< tE

his sup-
;E‘o&:ousx per-package incresse
i Lax on cigarettes yesterday
‘and pledged to redouble efforts wo
‘prevent sr ing, wiuck oppo-
‘nents of the incrense say is certain
;:fttleuxtsraxsed.

f the incresse is approved,
‘Maryland smokers would faoe @
-total tax of §1.36 & packsge — and
‘have & new incentive to shop in
Virginis where the levy s 2 cents a

... Opponents have been using
that suggestion as leverage for
Ivozcs against the measure.
| Though it must cross diffieult
(legislative terrain, the bill |s
‘thought to have its best chance of
passing. The specter of smuggling
has helped opponents kil big tax
increases or reduce their size in re-
cent years.

Schaefer's endorsememi — and
his promise of diligent anti-smug-
gling measures — could be & boost

for the tax [ncrease proposal as it
heeds for critical tests in the
House of Delegates and the Sen.
ate.

“After carefsl consideration”
Schaefer said in a letter to Sen.
Christopher Van Hollen Jr, =
Montgomery County Democrat
and & sponsor of the legislation, 7
&m now strongly in suppeort of this
initiative.”

Van Hollen and other support-
ers ol the bill were elated &t the
addition of what they regard as an
important glly,

“The fact the comptrobler and
former governor is weighing in e
this critical point in the debate will
have & major impact,” the senator
said

One of the chief opponents of
the taxincrease glumly sgreed.

“I hope it has no Impact,” said
J. Williem Pitcher, lobbyist for the
Tobacco Institute, “but I think a
lot of people think o lot of Mr.
Scheefer, and this may influence
them.”

The bill has passed & House of
Delegates committee and will be
voted on in the full House soon. Its
prospects are consldered better
then ever because 87 members
signed & pledge in favor of the in.
crease during last year's election.

Seventy-one votes are needed for
passage,

House Speaker Casper R Tay-
lor Jr. said vesterday he favors a
natione! law increasing the tax so
“island” states such as Maryland
— surrounded by other states with
lower taxes — would not exist.

“If we feel that pricing the prod-
uct out of the reach of young peo-
pic is the right thing to do, we
::j%u!d do it nationally* Taylor

The bill's fate is likely to be de-
CiGed in the Senate, where Senate
Fresident Thomas ¥, Mike Miller
5 ageinst it, Miller represents an
area of Southermn Maryvland with
numerous tobaceo farmers,

Proponents of the increase
have distributed studies from
Canada and Oregon, most recent-
Iy, showing that higher taxes re-
duce teen smoking by substantial
&mounts,

Taylor and Pitcher predicted
Schaefer's determination to police
heightened smuggling activity
would be essential — but perhaps
futlle, If the tax increase passes,
Maryland's per-package tax on
cigarettes will make the differen-
tial tax between it and Virginia
$1.34, the highest in the nation be-
tween two adjoining states, Piteh-

ersaid.

Proponents of the tax increase.

point to state enalysts who pre-
dict no more than 5 percent of re-
tail sales would be lost to other
states. Other studies, they say,
show that smokers will experl-
ment with cross-border economiz-
Ing and then revert to their old
shopplng habits or quit smoking,
Smoke Free Maryland, which
helped to persuade Schaefer to
support ils campaign, conceded
that Canada reduced taxes Lo
guard against smuggling, At same
time, though, an earller tax in-

crease there reduced smoking |

among {een-agers by 60 percent
and overnll smoking by 40 percent.

Maryland has several protec.
tions against smuggling: Tobacco
retallers must be licensed: ciga-
rettes must camry a tax stamp; and
dealers and manufacturers are re-
quired Lo keep careful records,

In his letter to Van Hollen,
Schaeler said he and his staff are

exploring ways to reduce opportu- |

hitles for improper or counterfeit
tax stamps to be used to avoid the
tax: “The office of the Comptroller
will employ state-ofsthe-art tac-
tles and technologles in order to
guarantee full compliance with to-
bacco tax law.”

Policing is difficult but not im-
possible. R.J. Reynolds Tobaceo
Int¢rnational was convicted in De-
cember of smuggling to evade the
tax. The company pald $15 million
infines,




Tax ,
Big |
Tobacco

By RosertV. Hess

TV commercial alring In the

Baltimore area festures &

young father concerned that
Lhe proposed §1 per-packuage in-'
crease in the Lox on cigarettes in
Maryland would cause hlm eco-
nomilc herdship, making it difficult
{for him to provide for his children.

This ad shows how the tobacco
companles will use any method -
no matter nhow deceptive — to
nold on to their profits.

It’s disturbing to see how Big
Tobacco felgns concern for the
poor when it has targeted this !
same group for years by placing |
billboards glamorizing smeking in
Inner-city neighborhoods, glving
free sports equipment to youth
leagues there and passing out. free
cg;aretles Lo get residents addict-
ed.

Moca bdia el el Db e

[*The tobacco industry's adver-
ments feature young, healthy-
king, well-dressed actors in af-
Oent settings, holding out an
¢mply promise of a wealthy life-
styie to people’ho use thels prod-
uet, The é{act oppo«ite 15 true:
lls at least 7,000 Mary-
each year, lea\'lng theirde-
# families with high medi-
At costs that are frequently
ssed on to the taxpayer.

"The state hes spent  some
$3billion since 1970 treating
smdking-related ilinesses. Mary-
ndd resldents also pay for the re-
sulks of smoking In higher insur-
ance premiums and higher costs
of{gocds and services, since em-

ryérs Increase prices to cover
¢ share of employee health
premiums,
| Though the tax increase bill is
tpected to be approved by the
ouse, its future is uncertain in
e state Senale,

$ome Maryland lawmakers ap-
parently have been taken in by Blg
Tobacco's advertising and lobby-
ists
. IUs thme for the other side Lo be
Heard, Lawmakers must read the
résearch, examine new evidence
upearthed by stiates showing that
the Industry trled to conceal the
‘}L?lm hazards of smoking and

% at experiences from Canada
L0 Oregon, where smoking has de-

spromote good health, Helping
‘families overcome poverty and its

" The ergument that raising to-
buceo prices will hurt the poor and
thélr familles {s absurd, If we are
réally concerned about poor
Marylanders, let's ruise the ciga-
relle tax by §1 per pack, give the
pobr access to smoking cessation
services and spend the eventual
cost gavings on programs that can
effectlvely reduce poverty and

many related problems helps all of |

us. . i
" That's my commercial, T like it

much better than the one pald for

by Big Tobaceo.
Robert V. Hess s president and

chief ereculive officer of the Cen- |
ler for Poverly Solulions. |

’ﬂ’uB&LTIMOQe SUF
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Taxeg Tobacco in ,Malyland o

| IMING, POPULAR support and legisla-
d  live momentum are right for enactment
M of a substantial increase next year in
Maryland's cigarette tax. Gov, Glendening
piedged refore his reelection to make enact-
meut a privrity—and he should be held to his
word. At last count, 23 state senators and 67
delégates, including maost key committee iead-
ers, had endorsed a $1.50 increase in the
cigarette tax. Still others support the idea but
say they aren't sure what specific increase they
might back. The important peint is that no
matter how Maryland responds to the tenta-
tivé settlement reached yesterday with ciga-
rette’ makers yesterday—either to suc on ils
own or join the settlement—efforts to increase
the Maryland cigarette tax ought to proceed.
" The court suits are meant to address and

compensate for past damages—including

motiey spent by the state on Medicaid and
relate] health costs. Some opponents of a
cigaretis tax increase already arcarguing that
the' tobacco settiement should eliminate the
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need for the higher tax. Past industry mis-
deeds were logion as well as lethal. Yet the
cigaratie tax is aimed at discouraging fulure
tohacco use, especially amaong teens.

Tia tabacey labbyists counter that teens
will find ways o pay more for cigarettes
anyway if they think smoking is cool. Perhaps,
but why not make it as difficult as possible—
and use some of the proceeds to reinforce
campaigns to reduce teen smoking? As for the
argument that the tax increase will yield less
and less if it works, so what? Whalever extra it
does yield could cover onatime budget ex-
penses.

Some legislators have proposed that a
portion of the proceeds go for programs to

convert tobacco farmers to other crops, That -
would not be an overwhelming task in Mary- .
Jand, where time already is working against
ture -
in protecting tobacco, The objective here is to -
protect the next generation from the ravages

success in tobacco farming. There is no

of smoking. 4
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Use the Pledge from Voter Ed...

o When we found resistance among
pledge signers, we faxed the
lawmakers signed pledge to the
media.

o Media framed issue as a matter of
honesty, keeping their word,
following through with their
promises, etc.



J moting it as a Good Friday game,”

Piease see GAME, A7

Senators now wavering on tobacco tax

3y BRETT COUGHLIN
oumal Sad wiiter

A pulitical horse trading game invo]ving
weeter pursea at Rosecroft Raceway an
iledges from two Prince George's County law-
nitkers 1o increase tobacco taxes 18 coming
lown to the wire in Annapolis.

Last year state Sens. Gloria Lawlah, D-
16th-Hillerest Heights, and Ulysses Currie,
)-26th-Capitol Heights, signed a pledge from
he Maryland Children's Initiative agreeing
0 raise Laxes on cigarettes as much as $1.5
e h f Delegates has approved

The House o tes a in-
‘reasing the tobacco tax $1 and Gov. Parris N.
ilendening has carmarked $150 million in
ojected revenues from it for a variety of pro-
wrams,

Lawlah and Currie sit on the Senate Budg-
:t and Taxation Committee, which is sched-
sled to take up the tobaceo tex bill Monday,

‘BLOWING SMOKE? [

Last year state Sens, Gloria Lawlah,
D-26th-Hillcrest Heights, and Ulysses
Currie, D-25th-Capitol Heights, signed
a pledge from the Maryland Children’s
Initiative agreeing to raise taxes on
cigarettes as much as $1.50 per pack.

and now both legislators, and another state
senator from Anne Arundel County who sign-
ed the pladge and sits on the committee, ap-
pear to be wavering in their support for the
tax.

There are also discussions in the committee

to cut-the tax — scheduled to be phased in
aver two years — in balf,

The swing vote on the committee is Lawlah
and “she's struggling with it right now," said
Vinnie DeMarco, the executive director of the
Maryiand Children's Initintive,

.+ “We hope she will support the tobaceo tax

because it will save the lives of children in

“*Maryland," said DeMarco, who said he be

‘lieves that if the tax is increased fewer teens
will be able to afford cigarettes.
“We know that Sen. Lawlah cares about the

" Hves of children,” he aaid.

What may eveatually sway Lawlah to sup-

rt her earlier pledge, signed last summer
‘during a tight political race which ghe nar-
rowly won, is the governor's augrlcxmnml
budget propose], which includes $10 million
in state funds 1o sweeten the purses at Mary-
land racetracks.

Glendening’s press office released the pro-
posal Monday evening.

Lawlah yesterday refused to say whether
she is supporting the tobacco tax or not. In
earlier interviews, Lawlah suggested that De-

Please see TOBACCO, A~



The results...

o A $0.30 increase in the cigarette tax
o A new tax on other tobacco products

o Bill language that required the Governor
to budget at least $21 M for tobacco
prevention each year

o In 2002 and 2008, lawmakers passed
additional tobacco taxes totaling an
additional $1.34
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Maryland Cigarette Pack Sales,
FY 1995-FY 2009

(in millions of packs)

$1.00 cigarette

500 - 30-cent cigarette Tobacco Prevention tax increase on
tax increase on Program began January 1, 2008.
450 - July 1, 1999. with $30 million on
July 1, 2000. 34-cent cigarette
400 - tax increase on Statewide smoke-free
June 1, 2002. workplace law went

350 - into effect 2/1/2008.
300 -
250 -
200 -
150 -
100 -

50 ~

D L 1 1 L 1 1 ] L 1 1 ] 1 1 ] L

FY 1995 FY 1996 FY 1997 FY 1998 FY 1999 FY 2000 FY 2001 FY 2002 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009

Source: Tax Burden on Tobacco, 2009,



Millions

Maryland Revenue Raised...
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Editorial

Elections and Public Health

Sirxce the late 19805, advocates for pals
I healtls ave emploved dcrcasingly sepliiss
Iated tscticd tor advancing public policy.
Whether petitioaing that & public lealth meas-
ure be miade a ballol ustative’ or asing Litiga.
ton 10 refoem 4 togie idustry” pablic health
leadess luwve boen making peogeness on issoes
whore Liwinakess luve beels celuctant 1o ot
[0 stafes like Maryland,' whese o ballof -
tastive exists, voter educatkon is a tool that cm
e usad 1 cnake magot clianges (o public bealth
policy. Altheugh the effoctveness of voter ed-
ucation cunpaigas hus ol bedn tested in mest
slades, our expenence with gan controd and fie-
bacco control shows that hese campatgns can
effier o prvwer il alteraative o (e stams g,

Lo 1995, Marviandess Against Handgan
Abuse (MATIA]} sought o compechersive gun
ceatrol geendy, including banmng assaull
weapons, Houtng bamdgan sales to one per
person per month, and beensing hundgun puss
chasers. Comentional wisdom i the state’s
Gretieral Assenbly was gt none of se meas.
ures could pass.?

control Regskaton and compiled a statewsde
15t of candidstes whio endorsad ts platform

MAHA publscized (g number of ways
e list of candidates who sagoed the pledge.
[t held nsedes events highbiplting pro--gun con-
ol candedages” It asked for and recetved edi-
toetal support feonm magor tewspapors, Cian-
patgn leadors appeared on ik eadio and news
programs. Coaliion partaees dsstnbuated the
It to thseir own members, MATLA also muthed
e Hst 1o oty of swing voters in Key leg-
1slative distrxcts,

Postelection peess reports conlinued tht
wan control lad been @ winming ssue i the
1994 Maryland elections. Pro-gun coatrol g
bernatorial candubate Parels Glendenng de-
teated ants - gun control candadate Elen Saver-
ey 0 s chose mee. A majonty of thoese elocted
1o both houses of the Gemeral Assembly Lud
also slgned the MAHA pledge. [n ot least 1 key
sonatorsd edectson, n peo- gun conteod challenger
defested an ant- gan control icumbont oa tis
issue. Two years later, in 1996, [he Marviand
General Asseabty passed the Lusdmark Gun
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