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• The price of tobacco is directly related to tobacco 
consumption.

• Tobacco control programs have expertise in preventing 
tobacco use and exposure.

• Tobacco program managers play an important role in 

Work internally – use evidence and 
expertise

• Tobacco program managers play an important role in 
educating agency leadership about the importance of the 
price of tobacco.

• Increasing the price of tobacco through excise taxes and
dedicating a portion to prevention is a two-pronged 
intervention.
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• Oregon’s state excise tax is $1.18, well below 
the national average of $1.45

• Only state to reduce its tobacco tax in the last 15 
years

Oregon - background

years

However…

Governor has introduced tobacco tax legislation 
in each of the last three legislative sessions, 
with a portion of the revenue dedicated to 
tobacco prevention and education  
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Strategic 
planning

Education
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Policy briefs, 
legislative 
analysis



Policy briefs, legislative concepts and 
analysis

• Agency legislative concept requests - in preparation for 
the next legislative session, agencies are asked for 
legislative concepts.  

– This is your opportunity to present a problem (tobacco 
use) and a solution (increasing the price, with a portion of 
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use) and a solution (increasing the price, with a portion of 
the revenue dedicated to tobacco prevention)

• Legislative/policy analysis – agencies are tasked with 
providing analysis on legislation and other policies.

– This is your opportunity to emphasize (over and over) the 
public health benefits of increasing the price of tobacco 
and dedicating a portion to tobacco prevention



Education tools

• Reports

• Presentations

• Data – survey questions, polling
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Reports
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Presentations

One of our CPPW 
grant activities is to 
share information with 
human services 
agency directors and 
boards about the 
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boards about the 
importance of 
increasing the price of 
tobacco.



Surveillance – use survey data

• National Adult Tobacco Survey questions:
Would you be in favor of an increase in the tax on a pack of cigarettes if the

money were used to improve the public's health?
1. YES
2. NO

For the next question, I'm going to read to you a set of possible answers.
Please answer "Yes" or "No" to each answer. Current prices for a pack of
cigarettes range from about four to six dollars. Would you be in favor of an
additional tax on a pack of cigarettes of.
1. More than two dollars a pack?
2. Up to two dollars a pack?2. Up to two dollars a pack?
3. Up to one dollar a pack?
4. Up to fifty cents a pack?

• Oregon poll question:
How much additional tax on a pack of cigarettes would you be willing to support if all the money raised was used 

to fund programs aimed at preventing smoking among children and helping smokers quit? Please tell me 
the highest tax you are willing to support.
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In these tax sensitive times, Oregonians are divided on how much 
additional tax on a pack of cigarettes they would be willing to support if 
all the money was used to fund programs aimed at preventing smoking 
among children and helping smokers quit.
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How much additional tax on a pack of cigarettes would you be willing to support if all the money raised was used to fund 

programs aimed at preventing smoking among children and helping smokers quit?  Please tell me the highest tax you are 

willing to support. 
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Strategic planning
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Summary

• Tobacco control programs have expertise in preventing 
tobacco use and exposure.

• Increasing the price of tobacco through excise taxes and
dedicating a portion to prevention is a two-pronged 
intervention.intervention.

• Use your tools to educate and advocate for good public 
health policy:
– Policy briefs and analysis

– Education through reports, presentation, data

– Strategic planning
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