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Messaging about Commercial Tobacco & COVID-19



April 2020

▪ Launching new cessation program, Quit PartnerTM

▪ Agency expanding COVID-19 messaging

▪ Pivoted Quit Partner launch messaging to be 
sensitive to the emerging pandemic

▪ Coordinated with COVID-19 communications team



Commercial Tobacco Use and COVID-19

▪ Cigarette smoking can keep the immune system from 
working right and cause heart and lung diseases.

▪ A person who smokes may have more risk of getting 
very sick from COVID-19.

▪ The relationship between using e-cigarettes or vaping 
products and COVID-19 is uncertain.
▪ Recent study: E-cigarettes & risk of COVID-19 

among teenagers and young adults

▪ The relationship between breathing secondhand 
smoke or e-cigarette aerosol and COVID-19 is 
uncertain.

health.mn.gov/quit#covid19

http://www.health.mn.gov/quit#covid19


Cessation and COVID-19
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▪ Quit PartnerTM is here to help 
people quit

▪ Free help is available online, 
by phone, and by mail 
▪ 1-800-QUIT-NOW
▪ QuitPartnerMN.com

▪ Don’t have to leave home to 
get support
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Quit Partner and COVID-19 (QuitPartnerMN.com)





Agency Partnerships
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Postcard to Public Housing Residents
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Flyer for American Indian Communities
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Flyer for American Indian communities

Included in food distribution boxes



Partner Tobacco & COVID-19 Resources
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Next Steps
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▪ Continue to update 
messages

▪ Expand messaging 
partnerships

▪ Evaluate

▪ Incorporate flu/vaccine 
messaging



WWW.HEALTH.MN.GOV

Anna Arkin

Cessation Communications Planner

anna.arkin@state.mn.us

Thank you.

mailto:anna.arkin@state.mn.us
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