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Webinar Logistics

• Two ways to listen to audio

– Through your computer speakers (preferred)

– Via telephone: 866-519-2796, passcode 060399 

– Do not use both methods

• This webinar is being recorded 

• Submit discussion questions in the chat box for the 

Q&A session



Today’s Agenda

• Welcome

• State support of menthol policies 

• Local menthol campaign case study

• Social context of menthol tobacco use

• Q&A

• Partner resources



About ASTHO
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• Chair: Erin Boles Welsh (RI)

• Chair-Elect: Luci Longoria 
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Andrea Mowery (MN) 
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Dederich (WI)

• Secretary/Treasurer: Karlee 
Adams (UT) 

• Funders Alliance 
Representative: 
Tonia Moore (LA)

Regional Representatives

• Region 1-3 : 
Donna Asbury (NH), Dawn 
Berkowitz (MD)
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Kerri Verden (KY)
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Tana Feiner (WI), Christina 
Thill (MN)

• Region 6-8: Amanda 
Mortensen (OK)

• Region 9-10: 
Liz Hendrix (CA), Lola Irvin 
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TCN Mission

To improve the public’s health by 

providing education and state-based 

expertise for tobacco prevention and 

control at the state/territory and 

national levels.



TCN 2016-2019 Strategic Map



Reducing Menthol Tobacco Use – A Community Directed Initiative

Laura Oliven | Tobacco Control Manager



Menthol is a health equity issue



Bold Steps



A Comprehensive and Collaborative Approach

Minnesota 
Department 

of Health

ClearWay 
Minnesota

Blue Cross 
and Blue 

Shield 
St. PaulMinneapoli

s

Duluth



Menthol Cigarette Intervention Grant

Grant to 
Community 

Health 
Board (CHB)

MDH

Partner with 
Community-

Based 
Organization 

(CBO)

CHB Engage 
CommunityCBO



Key Activities

Partnership 
between local 
public health 

and community 
organizations

Research 
through surveys 

and key 
informant 
interviews

Education via 
Community 

Change Agents 
at gatherings 
and events

Youth 
Engagement

Dissemination 
findings back to 
the community

Mobilization



Baseline Assessment

Cessation efforts 
and knowledge of 
available quitting 

resources

Awareness of the 
harms of smoking

Marketing 
strategies 
promoting 

menthol to their 
community Cigarette use 

patterns, 
including menthol

How information 
is obtained about 

menthol 
cigarettes

Community 
Data 

Insights

• Church gatherings

• Partner meetings

• Outdoor markets

• Community festivals

• Public housing meetings

• Door-to-door canvassing

407 Surveys

• Key informants included individuals from 
faith-based, community, business, and 
philanthropy organizations

• The interview process was used to 
further explore the issue of menthol 
tobacco in the community

10 Interviews



Menthol Findings

Survey results mirror national findings

84% smoke 
menthol

88% believe 
tobacco use is a 

significant health 
issue

61% feel menthol is 
marketed to their 
community more 

than others

86% support for 
laws

72% menthol 
makes it harder to 

quit

57% noticed 
coupons

69% believe 
menthol makes it 
easier for young 
people to start



Findings reveal community support for action

Key recommendations

Restrict sales of 
menthol and other 
flavored products

Set minimum 
prices for cigars

Tobacco 21
Reduce number 

and density

Coupon and buy 
down deals



Metro-wide Coalition



Laura Oliven, MPP

Tobacco Control Manager

Laura.Oliven@state.mn.us



RESTRICTING MENTHOL TOBACCO: 

THE MINNEAPOLIS STORY

LaTrisha Vetaw

NorthPoint Health & Wellness, Inc. 

Betsy Brock

Association for Nonsmokers-Minnesota



Who we are

LaTrisha Vetaw, NorthPoint, Inc.
Betsy Brock

Association for Nonsmokers-

Minnesota



Success in Minneapolis!

• On July 1, 2015 the Minneapolis City Council 

voted unanimously to restrict the sale of flavored 

tobacco (menthol exempt) to adult-only tobacco 

product shops

• On August 4, 2017, the Council voted 10-2 to 

remove the menthol exemption (added liquor 

store exemption for menthol only)

• Implemented August 2018



Minneapolis:
• Largest city in Minnesota (population: 400,000)

• Increasing focus on health equity

• North/South divide

• City Council passed $15/hr minimum wage and 

required paid sick and safe time in 2017

• The Council/ Mayor were up for re-election in 2017



STEP 1: 

DEVELOP A CAMPAIGN





Campaign Materials







Video



STEP 2: 

BUILD A COALITION



• 50+ organizations working together to advocate 

for menthol tobacco restrictions

• Community groups, African American 

leadership, health plans, public health, medical 

community, faith community, etc.



STEP 3: 

COUNTER THE OPPOSITION



Opposition

• Tobacco companies: most notably Reynolds 

American

• African American leaders

• Retail associations:

• Minnesota Retailers Association

• National Association of Tobacco Outlets (NATO)

• Convenience store chains







STEP 4: 

ADVOCATE



Minneapolis Policy Timeline/Process

• March 13, 2017: Educational hearing in Health Committee

• June 16: Formal introduction of ordinance and beginning 

of t-shirt war!

• July 20: Press conference

• July 24: Public hearing in Health Committee, 60+ 

supportive testifiers and “Quorum-ghazi”

• August 2: Health Committee take two and Committee of 

the Whole

• August 4: Final vote











STEP 5: CELEBRATE!







STEP 6: 

IMPLEMENT & EVALUATE



Implementation and Evaluation

• Implementation:

• Implementing August 2018

• City is preparing materials and outreach plan

• Evaluation:

• Robust evaluation plan including: case study, 

youth focus groups, retail assessments, 

analysis of sales data, and compliance 

assessments



Key Lessons Learned

1. Community engagement & youth involvement 

is essential

2. Don’t underestimate the opposition: it will be 

fierce

3. Check-in often with your council champions 

and supporters

4. Make sure you have clear talking points & 

messaging



Contact Information

Betsy Brock

Association for Nonsmokers-Minnesota

betsy@ansrmn.org

LaTrisha Vetaw

NorthPoint Health & Wellness, Inc.

lvetaw@northpointinc.org

mailto:betsy@ansrmn.org
mailto:lvetaw@northpointinc.org


SOCIAL CONTEXT of 
MENTHOL TOBACCO USE

Michael Scott

NAATPN, Inc



What is social context?

• Immediate social and physical environment

• People and institutions

• Culture 



Menthol’s Social Context 

• Newport, Kools….

• The ‘Black’ cigarette

• Healthier? 



Targeted Marketing



What’s The Deal With Menthol
African American menthol use has skyrocketed in the last 50 years.

2016 >88%

2006 - 80%

1976 - 44%

1968 - 14%

1953 - 5%

Roper, B.W.  (1953). A Study of People’s Cigarette Smoking Habits and Attitudes Volume I.  
Philip Morris, Bates No. 2022239249. MSA, Inc.  (1978)  The Growth of Menthols, 1933 -

1977.  Brown & Williamson, Bates No. 670586709-785.  NSDUH, 2004-2008.



African Americans - 88%

Asians - 51%

Latinos - 47%

LGBTQ - 36%

Whites - 30%

(Gardiner 2004)

• Priority populations have been disproportionally targeted 
with this menthol assault. 

What’s The Deal With Menthol



While overall 
cigarette us 

continues to fall, 
menthol use is on 
a slight increase



Can I get a loosey?? 



https://truthinitiative.org/news/truth-about-menthol



While the Family Smoking and Tobacco 
Prevention Control Act banned flavored 

cigarettes as a method of protecting 
public health/families……..

By allowing an exemption for menthol…. do the poorest; least informed; 
fewest resources receive the same level of protection?? 

The definition of preying on the most vulnerable sections of our society.



(Inter)National Movement to Ban 
Menthol
Chicago

San Francisco

Oakland

Canada

Brazil

European UnionDr. Phil Gardiner, AATCLC

Carol McGruger, AATCLC



Minneapolis  Menthol included in existing flavors ordinance; 
adult only liquor stores exempted; 2017

Oakland Menthol sales restricted to adult only tobacco 
shops; 2017 – 2018

St. Paul Menthol sales restricted to adult only tobacco 
shops; adult liquor stores exempted

Richmond California; City wide restrictions Ordinance to be 
written for November, 2017

(Inter)National Movement to Ban Menthol



Push Back on Menthol Ban



• A national observance day led by NAATPN, Inc.

• Opportunity to engage faith leaders and their communities in a discussion about how to 

improve health outcomes for African Americans. 

• Tobacco is still the number one killer of African Americans

• Encourage congregations to support one another in escaping tobacco addiction, with specific 

aim to highlight the role of menthol in particular

http://www.naatpn.org/menthol


Thank You

www.naatpn.org

www.nomentholsunday.org



Questions 

and Answers

Submit your questions 

through the chat box 

on your screen



Public Health Law Center

http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/topics/tobacco-control/menthol


Truth Initiative

https://truthinitiative.org/news/truth-about-menthol


Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids

https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/assets/factsheets/0390.pdf


FDA Open Comment Period

“We are issuing an advance notice of proposed 

rulemaking (ANPRM) and calling upon all 

stakeholders to share data, research and 

information that can inform our process for 

examining the role that flavors – including 

menthol – play in initiation, use and cessation of 

tobacco products.”

Public comments are due June 19

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/03/21/2018-05655/regulation-of-flavors-in-tobacco-products


Visit the TCN Website!

www.tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/

http://www.tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/


TCN Resources

• Twice monthly newsletter archive

• State and territorial tobacco program directory 

• Blog posts, webinar recordings, and podcasts

• 2016 Policy Recommendations document

• Coming Soon – Interactive TCN State Policy 
Map

• Any inquiries can be sent to tcn@astho.org

mailto:tcn@astho.org


New to the ASTHO Website

• Tobacco blog posts 

http://www.astho.org/StatePublicHealth/

• New Ask the Experts, webinar, and podcast 

recordings

http://www.astho.org/Prevention/Tobacco/Webinars/

http://www.astho.org/StatePublicHealth/
http://www.astho.org/Prevention/Tobacco/Webinars/


http://www.astho.org/Prevention/Tobacco/Tobacco-Related-
Disparities-Infographic/
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http://www.astho.org/Prevention/Tobacco/Tobacco-Related-Disparities-Infographic/


Please complete your evaluations following 

the webinar – we value your feedback!



THANK YOU!

tcn@astho.org

www.tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/
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mailto:tcn@astho.org
http://www.tobaccocontrolnetwork.org/

